Drama 2 Pre-test
Name:________________________________________________________Per:_______

Please answer the following questions.  This test is only to let Ms. Jennings know where you are when it comes to your drama knowledge.  Answer every question, even if you aren’t sure of the answer.

1.  All stage movement should be:  

a. smooth




b. motivated




c. improvised




d. entertaining

2.  A “committed” gesture is one that the actor:


a. loves to do 



b. does to another person



c. does full-out




d. does in jail

3.  When selecting audition material it is important to ensure that the monologue is from

a. A published monologue book

b. A blockbuster film

c. A published play

d. The internet

4.  An audition monologue should be all of the following except:

a. Age appropriate

b. Reminiscent or “I remember” monologues

c. Active with a solid objective

d. Self-contained plot with beginning, middle, and end

5.  When working with actors to help them create strong objectives, which of the following is most important?

a. A verb

b. A receiver

c. A desired response

d. All of the above

6.  If you don’t get the part you want, or are not cast in the production you should:

a. Have you parents call or email to yell at the director about how they have obviously miscast the production

b. Cry for several weeks and give the director dirty looks in class and in the hallways

c. Boycott the drama program  director, and transfer school

d. Get over it, realize that it is the nature of this industry, learn from the experience and make the most of every opportunity.

7.  According to William Ball, 80% of directing is:

a. Being really, really, ridiculously good looking

b. Casting

c. Yelling at your actors and techies

d. Blocking

8.  True or False?  Subtext is not what the character really thinks, feels, and values

a.  True

b.  False

9.  True or False?  Doing scansion of your Shakespeare scene or monologue is one of the most important first steps.


a.  True


b.  False

10.  Who was the queen of England during Shakespeare’s lifetime?

a. Mary

b. Anne

c. Jane

d. Elizabeth

11. Who held the festival of Dionysus?

a. The Greeks

b. The Romans

c. The Britons

d. The Simpsons

12. Who was the first actor?

a. Thespis

b. Aristotle

c. Sophocles

d. Antigone
13. Which of the following would be most beneficial to focus on as a playwright?

a. Creating characters that have conflict and desire

b. Filling up the page

c. Making the play funny

d. Writing something that will get published 

14. What is the difference between a monologue and a soliloquy?

a. A monologue is when a character delivers a longer speech to another character on stage and a soliloquy is a longer speech delivered by a character who is alone on stage.

b. A soliloquy is when a character delivers a longer speech to another character on stage and a monologue is a longer speech delivered by a character who is alone on stage.

15.   Which of the following is NOT a contemporary playwright?

a. Anna Deavere Smith

b. Sam Shepard

c. Arthur Miller

d. Stephen Sondheim

e. Christopher Marlowe
16. Stanislavski is credited as being 

a. The inventor of the monologue

b. The original Hamlet

c. Theatre practitioner that originated the use of emotional recall

d. The most influential Broadway director

e. The first Tony award recipient for Best Actor

17. True or False?  It is best to use past traumatic experiences when looking for material to use.
a. True

b. False

18. Where the audience sits is also called the:
a. Seats

b. Aisles

c. Booth

d. House

e. Wings

19. True or False? Subtext is not what the character really thinks, feels, and values

a. True

b. False

20. True or False? It is an actor’s responsibility to break down their script into beats.
a. True

b. False

