Drama Foundations
Voice Assignment and Walkaway #2

For this assignment/walkaway you will need to receive an 80% or higher on the written portion to pass this walkaway.  It may be retaken until one week before the term ends if you do not pass it the first time.  To retake this, you may come in during Pride Time or work with Ms. Jennings before or after school to improve your score in any given area.  The following rubric will be used to grade your performance.
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	work is excellent,

enthusiastic effort,

original thinking,

presented clearly

and convincingly,
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pleasing


	work is good,

genuine effort,
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unpolished
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or average,
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poor effort, weak,

careless, reeks of

indifference


	work is failed work,

no effort, incomplete


Dates to Know:

_________________Vocal Assignment given.  Requirements for the assignment reviewed.  Review definitions of pitch, rate, projection, diction, rhythm.  Discussion and demonstration of Stage Presence.

_________________Performance piece needs to be chosen and in class.  Time will be given in class to score script.  Demonstration of rehearsal techniques.  Review of practical demonstration of pitch, rate, projection, diction, rhythm.

_________________Rehearsal day in class.  Review of rehearsal techniques.  Discussion of proper critique for performances.

_________________Rehearsal day/Beginning of Previews.  Students will have ½ of the period to practice their poems.  The rest will be spent watching preview performances.

_________________Preview Performances.  Students will perform their piece, get a preview grade for the performance, and will receive notes from the teacher on how to improve their performance for their final grade.

_________________Rehearsal Day in class to fix and improve performances.
_________________Final Performances.  Demonstration of Walkaway #2 in vocal performance.
Vocal Performance Assignment Requirements

1. Performance must be memorized.

2. Performance must be longer than 30 seconds.

3. Performance piece must be a published piece.  No original or improvised pieces will be allowed.

4. Performance should give you the opportunity to demonstrate excellent projection, diction, rate, pitch, and rhythm.

5. Students will turn in a self-assessment for their rehearsal process.

6. Pieces will be chosen on a first come first serve basis.  No two students will be allowed to do the same piece.
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work is failed work,

no effort, incomplete

	Stage Presence-You need to look comfortable and energetic when you perform your piece.
	Great energy, stands out, went outside comfort zone. Holds the audience’s attention polished memorization
	Good but possibly lacking energy or excitement in the vocal performance, memorized, faltered 1 or 2 times
	Average energy,  faltered on memorization 3-5 times, some fidgeting or unconfident stance
	Very minimal attempt at looking confident, partially memorized, lots of fidgeting, little eye contact with the audience.
	No confidence, not memorized, 

	Projection-You are speaking loud enough that we can hear you and you use variety in volume to make the piece interesting
	Excellent effort at making sure we understand ALL parts of the piece.  Not one section we couldn’t hear
	Good effort at volume.  1 or 2 places we couldn’t hear.
	Minimal effort at projection.  Several places we couldn’t hear.
	Needs improvement on projection.  Couldn’t hear the performance more than we could hear it.
	Couldn’t hear any of the performance at all.

	Rate-You use variety in the speed of your speech to make your performance interesting
	Kept the performance interesting by having several places where the speed went fast or slow and was appropriate to the story.  Very defined uses.
	Good effort at rate but was not particularly striking.
	Average use of rate.  Energy is lacking.
	Used rate variety only a couple of times.
	No variation in the speed of your piece at all.

	Pitch-You use variety in your inflection to make your piece interesting
	Excellent change in pitch.  Pitch changes for piece are appropriate and believable.  
	Good variety in change of pitch but lacking energy in a few places.
	Minimal change in pitch.  Not particularly interesting to listen to or watch.
	Very little change in pitch.  Lacking energy in most of the story.
	No change in pitch.  Monotone and having no energy

	Diction-You are speaking clearly enough that we understand what you’re saying.
	Excellent clarity of words.  All words can be understood.
	Good clarity of words.  1-3 words that couldn’t be understood.
	Average clarity of words.  Several words that couldn’t be understood.
	Needs improvement in clarity.  Most of the piece couldn’t be understood.
	Couldn’t understand any of the words.

	Rhythm-You create variety in the rhythm of your speaking voice to make your piece interesting.
	Excellent variety of rhythm.  Speech sounds natural, energetic, and appropriate to the piece.
	Good variety but lacking energy in a few places.  Speech sounds slightly rehearsed and unnatural.
	Average energy.  Speech sounds unnatural in several places and it sounds too practiced.
	Needs a good deal of improvement.  Not enough energy and the speech is dull.  Very little variation in rhythm.
	No variation in rhythm.  Sounds rehearsed and flat.


