Willowcreek Middle School Performing Arts Contract

This contract is binding toward you, (as the performer/technician) and the Willowcreek Middle School Performing Arts Department.  Please turn this back into Ms. Jennings no later than Sept. 2, 2011 (1st Sem) and Jan. 23rd, 2012 (2nd Sem).

The following terms are to be read and understood by the performer/technician AND his or her parent or legal guardian:
REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE/ETIQUETTE
General Guidelines

1. The performer is REQUIRED to dress in proper MODEST attire (see WMS Dress code) during all in school and after school rehearsals and performances including appropriate covering on their feet.  Specific requirements for each performing ensemble will be given out by each performing arts teacher as necessary.

a. Additionally, it is necessary for some performers to provide some pieces of their attire such as: shoes, under clothing, pants, socks or stockings, make-up, hair accessories, etc.

2. The performers are required to be prepared and on-time in the specified location as determined by their teacher.

3. Please observe the WMS Attendance policy.  Students are expected to be at school on the day of the performance.  Do not miss rehearsals or performances without prior notification.  If you are sick, you have the responsibility to contact the teacher prior to the start of the rehearsal or performance.  Procedures for absences are listed in their respective sections below.
4. Students are required to keep all dressing rooms and green room areas clean.

5. Our performances are always a lot of fun and represent the fine efforts of our students during the preparation process. Due to the excitement these performances bring, students can become overzealous in their audience participation. Please help them by reminding them what appropriate behavior is. The purpose of these performances is to showcase the students’ achievements, not to draw attention to performer or audience behavior.

MISSING A REQUIRED REHEARSAL OR PERFORMANCE

A performance ensemble is a group which can only develop to its fullest potential when each member is fulfilling his/her role completely. We consider every student to be a “quarterback” on the team.  Absences not only affect the learning of one student, who misses the summative assessment, but also the learning of the other students. Performance dates and times are published on the WMS Performing Arts calendar and your teachers’ own calendars.
Procedure for Requesting an Excused Absence 
The procedure for requesting an excused absence from performances and mandatory rehearsals is as follows:
1. Get a Performing Arts Excuse Request Form from your teacher.
2. Fill it out and get it signed by you and your parent

3. Turn it in to your teacher at least 3 weeks before the date you need to be gone. Please understand that for some rehearsals or performances you may not be excused.
4. Wait for approval from your teacher.

5. If you receive approval, begin working on the make-up work for the absence.
6. If you do not receive approval, you should make arrangements to be in attendance at the event, as your presence will be expected.

7. Excuses will be granted at the discretion of the performing arts department.
Make-up Procedures
If you miss a required rehearsal or performance for any reason, you must make it up as follows to receive credit.
1. Excused Make-Up

Step 1:  Attend any live performance by band, orchestra, choir, dance or theater group (jr. high level to professional level) and fill out the appropriate form.  Specific report forms can be found through each performing arts teacher.
Step 2:  Make arrangements with your teacher to review the DVD of the performance or concert and fill out a performance review form. This form will be available from your teacher.
2. Unexcused Make-Up

Steps 1 and 2:  Complete both of the steps required for Excused Make-Up above, AND
Step 3:  Turn in a one-page, typed (12 pt font Times New Roman), double-spaced report on the importance of attending performances.
Grading
1. Excused Absences: Students who are excused and absent from mandatory rehearsals/performances will receive an “I” in the class until the make-up work is completed and turned in. They may receive full credit for the assignment up until one week after the performance or rehearsal, after which no make-up will be accepted.*
2. Unexcused Absences: Students who are unexcused from a mandatory rehearsal/performance will receive an “I” in the class until the make-up work is completed and received. Make-up work is due one week after the performance or rehearsal, after which no make-up will accepted. Once the make-up work is graded the maximum grade a student can receive in the class is a “C”.*
*NOTE: If the work is not made up, the student will receive a D- IF he/she is passing all Walk Aways. Also, if students miss a required rehearsal or performance and do not complete make-up work, the student’s continuation in the program may be reviewed by the performing arts department.
EXTRACURRICULAR PERFORMANCE ELIGIBILITY
In order for students to perform for any extra-curricular (a performance not tied to the core or to the student’s class grade) students are expected not to have any I’s or F’s in any class by two Fridays before the first performance. Poor citizenship grades in any class may also prevent students from participating in extra-curricular performances and activities. Please refer to your individual teacher for a list of mandatory performances.

Acknowledgment: Willowcreek Middle School Performing Arts Contract

The preceding terms are to be read and understood by the performer/technician AND his or her parent or legal guardian:
This contract is binding toward you, (as the performer/technician) and the Willowcreek Middle School Performing Arts Department.  Please turn this back into Ms. Jennings no later than Sept. 2, 2011 (1st Sem) or Jan. 23rd, 2012 (2nd Sem).
Student Name:___________________________________________________________
Name of Parent or Legal Guardian:___________________________________________

Phone of Parent or Legal Guardian:___________________________________________

Email of Parent or Legal Guardian:___________________________________________

Best time to reach them:____________________________________________________

Please note all performing arts ensembles the student will be participating in this year. 
Select all that apply: 
___Band/Percussion    

___Choir    

___Dance    

___Drama    

___Guitar    

___Musical Theatre

___Orchestra       

___Stage Crew

___Other: ___________
Schedule Conflicts
Please list any known conflicts including doctor’s appointments, recitals, practices, etc. Please refer to the WMS Performing Arts Calendar for a list of scheduled events.
· Yes, I have some schedule conflicts as listed below and will turn in an excuse request form.
· No, I’ve reviewed the calendar(s) and do not have any known schedule conflicts.

Please also note that for any absence a Performing Arts Excuse Request Form still needs to be filled out and approved!
Student Signature:______________________________________________________________________
Parent or Legal Guardian Signature:_______________________________________ Date: ____________



Performer Etiquette:





Do not talk, sing or play out of turn; this is not different from class.


Do not stand, wave, or draw attention to yourself.


Pay full attention to your director or other leaders and parent volunteers.


After you perform, stay and watch the other groups performing after you. (choir, band, orchestra, guitar)


Stay in your staging area (hidden from the audience) at all times.


Students in the staging areas need to remain silent so the audience doesn’t hear you.


Do not touch items in the auditorium (curtains, set pieces, lights, sound shells, etc.) They are not to be played with.


Be a positive role model to those around you by not creating or spreading contention, rumors, or ill feelings toward any other member of the ensemble, crew, or artistic team.  Accept the directors’ casting decisions and crew assignments. Make this performance a positive experience for all involved.  We are a family here!








Audience Etiquette:





When the lights go down, quickly end any conversations and become quiet as the performance is about to begin. Turn off any cell phones, pagers, et cetera, because they interfere with our sound system.


Wait to enter the theatre if performances are taking place; wait until the selection is over, then enter quietly and remain in your seat for the duration of the performance.


Applaud for everyone, after the entire piece or scene. Each group has worked equally hard. When you applaud, do not cat-call or make unnecessarily loud noises. Do not shout the names of performers on stage.


Please stay for the entire concert. Again, each group has worked equally hard and is deserving of your support.


If you have very young children, please make sure you sit in an aisle seat close to an exit so you can make your way out quickly in case that child becomes loud or upset.


Supervise your children at all times.  Please do not allow them to run in aisles or hallways, or otherwise distract.   


Please do not come up onto the stage before or after the performances.  It becomes a security and safety hazard.


Please enjoy all food and drink outside the auditorium.








